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Reading the “Tiger” treatise of
A Study of Chinese Twelve Zodiacs by Minakata Kumagusu

Ryugo MATSUT*

Minakata Kumagusu wrote his chef d’oeuvre in the field of natural history and folklore stud-
ies, A Study of Chinese Twelve Zodiacs from 47 to 58 years old. Kumagusu, born in Wakayama
in 1867, studied the materia medica of China and Japan in childhood, started his school life in
Tokyo at 15, but left the Preparatory College for Tokyo University at 18, moved to the United
States at 19, then to London at 25. After having returned to Japan at 33, he began to live in Tan-
abe at 36, got married and blessed with one son and one daughter there. He was vehemently de-
voted in the movement against the Governmental policy of shrine merger which vastly destructed
the local environment, and launched the writings of the Japanese articles for the major Japanese
magazines after that. A Study of Chinese Twelve Zodiacs was the result of his huge readings in
his early life of the books in both Eastern and Western languages throughout all ages.

The “Tiger’ treatise as the first part of A Study of Chinese Twelve Zodiacs was published in
1914, the Year of Tiger according to the Chinese calendar. In this paper is explained how this
work has been academically researched and generally accepted since its publication, and will be
repositioned in the cultural legacy of human beings. We therefore examine the folklore theory,
cultural relativism theory, and multinaturalism theory for the interpretation of the “Tiger trea-
tise.
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The “Crisis Facing Public Sphere’ and Challenges
in the Fields of Humanities and Social Sciences:

Overview of the 2022 Symposium Research Institute for
International Society and Culture, Ryukoku University

TANAKA Akihiko*, Takashi IRISAWA, Atsushi KOMINE, Mahoro MURASAWA,
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This report summarizes the 2022 Symposium, “The °Crisis Facing Public Sphere’ and
Challenges in the Fields of Humanities and Social Sciences,” held by the Ryukoku University
Research Institute for International Social and Cultural Studies, on January 18, 2023.

The symposium was divided into two parts.

Part 1 was a combination of face-to-face and online sessions. Following opening remarks by
Ryukoku University President Takashi Irisawa, Professor Atsushi Komine of the Faculty of
Economics, delivered a keynote lecture on “History of Economic Thought,” Professor Mahoro
Murasawa of the Faculty of Sociology on “History of Social Thought and Sociology,” and
Professor Kosuke Shimizu of the Faculty of International Studies on “International Political
Philosophy.” Discussants Keishi Tadatomo, Professor, Faculty of Policy Science, Noriko Tsutsui,
Professor, Faculty of Sociology, and Tsunafumi Takeuchi, Associate Professor, Faculty of
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Business Administration, then commented on the themes of “Public Finance, Public Economics,
and Publicity,” “‘Public Sphere’ in Social Welfare,” and “Whether Public Sphere Exists,”
respectively. Keynote speakers and discussants answered questions from participants.

Part 2 of the face-to-face session featured an exchange of opinions and ideas.

This report includes the full text of the President’s opening remarks and a summary of reports
by keynote speakers and discussants.
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