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Rumi and Christianity :

From His View on Jesus and Christians (2)

Tosei SANO*

This treatise analyzes the view of Jalal al-Din Mohammad Riimi (1207-1273), a prominent Is-
lamic mystic and poet of Anatolia (modern Turkey), on Jesus and Christianity, following the
first part published in this bulletin in 2020. Based on recent international research trends, this
treatise attempts to compare Rimi’s thought with Hesychasm, the mystical thought of Greek Or-
thodox.

First of all, Comparing the view of Jesus in the Qur’an with Rim1’s view in his mystical po-
ems, it is clarified that he recognizes the prophetic nature and sainthood of Jesus and gives a
higher evaluation of him than the Qur’an. Secondly, around the idea of Rumi’s ‘nothingness’,
the process of uniting with ‘the Absolute Nothingness’, which is the ultimate existence without
division beyond God, is clarified, then it is compared with Hesychasm.

In Hesychasm thought systematized by Gregory Palamas (1296-1359), the theoretical and
practical representative of Greek Orthodox in the fourteenth century, it is argued that human be-
ings become god in imitation of Jesus, the Son of God, and the final unity with Energeia, the
manifestation of the ultimate being, Ousia (Divine Essence), is explained. Compared to Rami,
the final remaining identity in this stage of unity seems to be different depending on whether it
is God in case of Rimi or a person in case of Hesychasm, but it seems to be the same in practi-
cal aspect. Rimi’s view on Christianity and his intimate interaction towards Christians seemed to
be influenced by this similarity of the final mystical stage of unity.
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“Rediscovering” Religion in the Study of International Relations

Kosuke SHIMIZU*, Ching-Chang CHEN* *

This research note is inspired by the authors’® conversations at the roundtable on “Religion-
Based IR [International Relations] in Asia” at the International Studies Association-Asia Pacific
2019 regional conference in Singapore. Its purpose is to provide an overview on the relatively
recent incorporation of religion into the study of IR. We will do so by introducing the varied
purposes of bringing religion to IR, the methodological issues thus arise, and the difficulties and
problems in doing so by IR scholars. In particular, we would like to share our preliminary obser-
vation about how religion has been conceived by researchers who examine the relationship be-
tween religion and mainstream IR theories and those who want to do IR differently by way of
religion.

ZOWZE 7 — ML, ¥ v HAR— )V THIfE & 1172 International Studies Association-Asia Pacific 2019
regional conference (24> T, [Religion-Based IR [International Relations] in Asia] &9 77 » N
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27



FERIBEHIIZTANOGNS LHEEL T2,

P IR 2BV T 2 5E-> TWA DR ? 22 Tlk, ALt A b0 Tld%
{, ZORDODIZWL O DOFEDRHR T L, IR BERIANOIRIZIZONWTI A L2V,
Sankaran Krishna (2009) (%, KA 2= 7 VoOHEE® HWT, 21 HLICHTTS 1 A5 4 -
7Y XA v TR 282 ERO [E2] 2L T b, Krishna 13, &4+ 1 X7
V- 7a—=N) ¥ =33 Y EZORBOWHIK, T4bb, FHFWIZEPTEHRWIZEE/LL TV
BTt - MRS S R, EmEIL T A RSN A IV E R L0 TR, A
YRFN - Fa—=n")¥—a vid, BLRIFREAIOFE=MFI BT 2RI ER LD HET
CENTEY, BEWTO)ALERDLNL LD, ZOHEBERICHTLIRA baa=7
BIEMOL K O EHNL L TWL EERLTWD, FAMao=7 VRH ORI - T,
Giorgio Shani 1%, BROFH MBEEZROXINE, WELROEWTH Y, [F3%] oL, *
A MIOBUAHEN) L OBIBREART 53 TH Y, [HHR] OFRIE, MENLSHO—HTHL &
WO DRRNEEF L2 L HHEREL TWb,

RANIVZT VM7 VT T, FHETAT VT 4T 4120V CORFECHE IR 2 8%
BIZEOWT, HEWIKEINCEREREWMEL L) ETL2EF=AMEF Y a T ) XA POET
B, ZRETBRELZRNIOLEN > TVBEDLIFIFRE U TH S (Krishna 1999) 0 225 7% 548 % FH 45
L, =R, 8% RiE Yxry—1lhnbod, BECaEn s sz ERky 2T Hmnm
MELTO [T7] 1, AF) AOMEMLE 19UKBLOL 7 DF L FoFHNT ATV T
474 OB EZTC, [VF AL 10200, BETKFENREREE L7256 L7 (Shani
2008) o Krishna (2017) @ [HEIIHETH > T, FEHFETIERV] Ew ) ERIEEMHE ) L,
[P 271337 THoT, FHTIE 2] b5 25 (Shani 2008)c CNHDKRA AT =T V%04
A, IR BFEE (FRICERRR) 75, HEBOFHRWEEH, S OEMICES ke, thr—>
ELDENLCLOE L THEETSIE %S, BT 270 TNEL6LWI EEZRLTW
bo SWIEZ UL, IR OHFRAFEIZB W T O MR R AFFERIHHLA I Z N S 2 BT 5
BTELDLOPRDONTEL /Kb TH ) L) HIDS, bl k) nEREME
5 H Y OMEF LA O THEME L 20 d % 5 2V,

PLHIBY IR BFZE4 1L, Amitav Acharya & Barry Buzan 28323 L 72 & 912, [FEWE] IR HiHLo
720 [MAO] FAFED [u—=7)v] ERE LTEREENHT 20 TIR% L, B7eb OGN
OWMEAMEEZRT 2012, HEVIIHGEDTEAT I v Y - 332 =7 4 OBICH - %R H %
Gl 7202, FEREMBICHHMBM 2GR e LTH) 2L 2R L TE7 (Acharya & Buzan
2010 2ZM) o & LAMSIE, AHOREBSFERN ZHIFRP SEAN SN TVLRY, R ED
MbLbYIEFEBNLIDOTHLI L EREL TWLIDE, SVIEZIUE, FHPIBFEERNICTHEN
GATI)—E LTRAVTWSIZE b 5T, IRIGRL TRENZEE,PSHTINTWS
DI TIE R\ Bl 21X, Yuval Noah Harari 1%, FkADA T A F - LRI DL FFEHTH D
EFERLTV S,

28



EREBEARAIC BT 2580 TFER] 122»T

BTIE, VT X4, EEER BRFER SiaF)Xa, FFRXanE, BREICE
DLFLWFEHDEE B L Th, INHORERIE, FHETENLZ L xlivy, HOEA
TAUF—LFHELTV5, LAL, THULER EOMBEISEE v, FEEASEAN ST ~D
Bz W ABOHERLMEROARRTH 5% 518, VT MUEFFRIA AT 25125
SEFEBTH o722 L1275 (Harari 2015, p.228) o

Harari ORHOERIHEZNE, FHRIEEOHCOTAT YT A4 TABR IO AD—HTH
D, FNHF T IREERIIFAEERBEZ L) 12k b L HETE S (Takeuchi 2005), 1 774 1O
F— b EHEXT A2 &, mERIIE, AR THE] E538me MbE] 2K+ s2 &
I2&% [THFE] OHCER 72 A ThH 5, MRBTRTIE, MEMLSNH T MRS
DEE % ELLT 572012, FEN IFEEN LR GARAT 220N THL, TOX5
X, LIFUIRZEMM2EoOBLE 2 SEINE T, (W] 33 —g v 8 (DwTiddek) 1I2ED
n, WRMMIEZE — oy S s I L TN S, -0y IR TT I TR THR], 77
YHRA v Rk [/ Lhb, HARLZ [E] 77U0% [M] LRIT L0, fidko k)%
TR F RO BRI 2T TH 5,

22 7% X A0E, LIE ISR R 72 X0 & B ICBIPR L TV B0 DS D RN & o TEse
ENTWE EHIC, FHEFEREFHIIELOMN UHBRT > CTRIE SN, AENZ [T9E] 2555
W7 [l | @%%iﬁo T ERE S FE - Naeem Inayatullah and David Blaney (KD & 9 12
BRTW5D,

G-y e ZOMOE 4 & OB OZEMIMY %22 80E, FERN R ERICERIN S, 221 % K
IZZR$ 5 2 LT, RADOHE S NRMWEEER, SRICBF23 -0y S AOHCD
G NRHERE R—H S, ZEHYICRZ M08, 228 o TREMICETTS
HOIZZEH# 215 (Inayatullah and Blaney 2004, p.50) o

EONER LT DITHIERHMETH 5, BEAREA (2008) 1F, FEHEEORHAREIE LT,
ﬁﬁ—mg%,ﬁﬂ—mﬁ%,H%%—EE%,H%%—mﬁ%%éﬁfwéo:®4o@747
DOEERMEIE, FNENF VA, ANTIAE, ALZZXA, TZIZAAIRIELTWS, EHED
BREFHEIMEE, 25V - F)AMEOEHREMELTBY, TEBIROBFEFRN L [HEER]
OEMFIZ L o THEAHISHA SN TN DS (EAR2008), ZOEKRT, RHEEsEHEL LTV 2HEM
BRI, FHENRODOTOH DI L 2Bk T 2 UEDH L, SN RFFEM 2 FH L 720
FEETHY, Tzl T«T@%%%Hé%ﬂ#%étwv&ibi@i PRI BRI IEAE
TELRVEV)BMOENTEH L, FIUIREMWIIIHFIEL Ve W) BELWRT 57200k
&Téb,ﬁﬁiﬁﬁT%tb@ﬁb@@&wﬂw%MW&Wﬂi&%&w(hmmmm%%

EARE V) REIA X =Y b 72, BEWNGRT 78 —0D74 73 a ZIZEBL Twbe KKl ’ﬁ
o THLHEZELFEAL LT, &ENIFE CELOE L ES> TV HME & DLBOHTH

29



BT B EREM O LN T VD, ETIIRIBRIE RV, S EEEN R L LT L X7
ENBTUI RS VD, SV E, R FIIEICEET 2 & v ) fEfm (B2 1305
OHEFEB) 2T ANIELT, DAMICHBLTLEI DO TH L, ekl i, [a—n]
RERO [HAME] 2ERKT2FEEED R IIEE-LL, RMLLIBTAT T4 T A BKOT
Ot A%/l o T, WEDOFEZAIEE L, EMEENE, H25widr7o— 30k IR
(Acharya & Buzan 2010 ; 2019) (Y 32727 SIUFE R RHIE, FEREEOPICHERET S
DTIE%L, FEFEOLOFITHFEST L L V) FELERL T2 (Ling 2002 ; Shih 2010), PH¥#
FROLEE LTWEEEE, FHEMNDLVIEZO—NNVAR IR ZEELL) EEHLTVSEA
b, TOKE, FHED [2=2—2%] 725 =32 [u—)v] OfcLRELLS
I2TATYTATA—DERIEZENS,

HEDFEBFIY, FHEEORMICMEF ENLI LR, FOLIHIICLTIRICHYATZ EAT
ELDTL LI B2bid, MEORELMBLT ATV T4 74 ORWREEEZITANS Z L
DRNDAT v TD—=DTH5HERET Do £)THIELT, 775 —3HEBORELHZEH (&
M THLLEETRV) &, SO0 LOROONTHNMZ R FTICEIATHITIT S L) I E
TEDLLE)W b, BRI EHICEAMTEINA T Y RRTAT YT AT ANRLVEIC R B, FE
B, #7477 4741, CONRTIEIBNNLZDDOLET R S, MRICRZZ2ELTH, £
L, BSOFEHEEE) 22BN ABOEBRNLENIZL b0z,

Mzbid, STTUEPOFRAILEDPEHTH L I 2 FRT L, (LHTIE, BEESINL [H
O Ml 3HEELRV. $XTOHDITEIZENLL, BEHIL, ZHEL T BRICHL, o
L, T CTORMRMED, EBHOBEICEELE525LEZONL05HTH L, LEOMRME
X, ZFVHESF) A MO EFERY, BRBENTTUATRERZ DL SN, BfRIET
YERIBIN, BREOT AT T AT A4 ISR EEE G2 b TR, ERERO X 2]
I o THEEEIN, HOPLOROOENIAADTAT T4 TAIIFFHELR VS LA, 14
HOMPIBIZBNTEADT ATy T4 T4 2XZTCH5LDIEEETHL (KA 2018),

Llxwvz, B7zbid, (M#EDE K OMRE L BBEOMIK LM 2 L 1EF 2 T, (AED
BERERLEY, LA LIoHeRBIEARL IV 2bdH D, I v ry~v—nuk v ¥y
R, KRHERGEOMERIBZRIZH ROLHEDSE b o722 R ENRFOMBIN B EEZ 5, OV
FyFEIBAED T TH Y, INF TIATONBENREOREALFHEBITER T 5 2 % 57
THZERELWY, ORI AROHEERE OB Y I2DWTIE, I4E, A2t
BREESN, £ ORBIZELEEIELN TS (PTH2013; 2016), 2N L% &, HERDL
YHMIIFRE DT, HROT V7 WISA~OHE IR CBS- L, HARRE & ALEHIR 24 K 1
OBFEHEFED 720129 L Tzl v, ZORBLAHEEIE, BFEHICKED CEHTHLIL
gz, v A7 7)) 7= EREROERAEHNKAAETNTLE ) T L EZMFEITIRLTW
bo ZOWBET, %L OILBGEIPHRITEFRICADE TLEOFEREAIECMIT 2 20X s
1, REHIBIFOLEERRECE I & > THROLEDFFHRIL L2 2 L 2T RIS L Tirblz, 1A%

30



EREBEARAIC BT 2580 TFER] 122»T

DM MEFFT H720121F, HMRBERZZITANLZEDPVLETH 72O THh, ZOFERII,
TATYT4T4AREiE7 L— Ik SMHNBZALBIRHEORRICEDbL L &I, 74TV T
£ TAREEIESNTW/AZ EEHS 22T % (Shimizu 2019) 6

Shimizu (2018 ; 2019) (%, PHHMELER (ZOMOIEEIZILE DS KE LFEEZZITTWD) 12
RESNLFTHE FIROMEIC BT, HHPZOEFOFEERBFIC L AELHZHIETE Z2h
5720, THHHEHO [AEDOE5] W IMSIZL > THHTE L LR LETW 5, THHOM T
W & EMDB BT 2O H LM 2 BIRT %, TR DML RIATH Y, _ODMFEJ
EEPEEINDDTH Do KEDGIFFEEO—FHTIE R, BHRIIKEDSGPOEINL, BE
&, TNEERDOT L L) AMOITADRERELE LT, MRMICOABENS, ZOEKT, Bk
PEHO [ANEGEOER | &) RETHE-O T ONE, Sz, Az boERi, b0
BRI Lo TOATREE 5, LA L, WHIZBIRH 2 XEOHRT, [HA] 24D
ODWMEWNRT ATy T4 74— LTHR-oTHBY, fiks [HAR] &L ChEMERICEESND D
DELTHRIIRADZ EDRTE D72,

P, [HA] 2 HE&DEOMRN AT ATy 74714 & LTHRko Twb, WHHIE, [HA] &
[PEE] VIS EM) 2 &T, EBEROI BT AN 77 ) 7TOMRIIEATH, ERO
GHEEARBEILLTLES72DOTH b,

DEDL) RBLEEIRYED &, B72BbDOT ATV T 4 7 4 ~OE TG FI2HH <, ik
£ITHDH, TOBERT, MEETHILEY, EZFTTATVTATAREIBRZTNIITS
P, L, RARKOLNTVWHLILETIERVWTLEI D ZJUHA - 77 —T 4 ) E—Y a3 YRHE
R, FoHO0—o0d LNEFEA, BlZIE, A#HEOHBOMDLY ZHBEL T, HAD IR &
FEO IR & OBIZIE, 7UX-77~T¥74%—95/®%L#ﬁKT§TW%(%m
2019), [@#%IZ, Shimizu (X, HE IR A7 = VORBEDRT A 7274 7 1 2 Ei b T 5B
B SHEoOMer & UE@J CEELZINIER O VERTWAED, Zhd [WHE] IR &
[IEVEEE] IR OBFHEEIIIEEDSL WS TH Do 1O OHFAEEICIE, HABRICADHIIC
ﬂméh%ﬁméntfﬁ@& 2220 S ) 1) Bl S A IE R 7 HEATIRE & AR E L 72 IS A
W7 R 2 RS 5 2 &£ AT & % (Shimizu 2018, Shimizu & Noro 2021) 6

T, FERBIICEER 2 B T 51213 &) THUT L v dd Chih-yu Shih (2019) 13, BAFRIE
DsNF » A (Balance of Relationships : BoR) HIFa% 2B 5 12H 720, E¥R STz TILE % T
AL, TEERENZEREBEZID ANSZ LT, IR MO relational turn (ZH 72 2 T2 Y)Y BV 72,
WD BARMEDOBE & IR IS EETH V), Patrick Jackson & Daniel Nexon @ processual rela-
tionalism (1999 4E) X° Zhao Tingyang P K T (2021 4E) 7% EOBEAF DR A L 13 F 7% %o Shih D
BTl (M7 BIARIRTE, BaTRet, KA MNA T T4 748093 O@*ﬁﬁﬂ%%%%%
LCWb, (MBI ERIREIL, EREOREREFSZMRAET S0y 7 AWERIKEL 1ZEZZ D,
ERPEM & B2 T CHEHZ R L T2 il LAHT & 7 L 72 EE R 12 Elﬁ & M THHIE
PEEIIRZ Y, BiE ARG SN A M OSRMZE.G2 S D, TEERA 2 BELAGR AN AT FKD

31



MEZEDICICT b, AN TRE L EBM 2 BMAICERTEINA 7))y FHEIGERELRD,
Shih DIRETERA MNA 7)) » FUEIE, $H5T 7 7 =025 CThE 4 72 ZEIR BRICES 3 5
ZEIZEoT, MEINTHEEOTELTAT VT4 74 %8RBT 5,

2% ), RAFEFIL R EHIHBERIH->TBY, FHEEWRVRS ] DEPHLZ Lz
AT 5 L) 1k o727y, OB, ERPCIEERT 7 & — OBIHTE 23S 5720
2, B8 e (BHELT, H5VIELOMOTEET) LX) ITRMIZ [EH] §2hE ) ik
M RMEE LTIRDbNTE 20 TH S, —77, BHE IR BFERIE, F¥E, R FMICBLNTE
WIS ST & AR AR - AR RTIR 2 BRI S, BET 220 0B EN =T
BLEZTVD, FHOMS L ZIIEET 2 R E T L ) A2 ofRICk S 2 &
T, ERERWTHERN 27027 PELTO RMFBICSSRDZEEL L7256 T I EPHIRFS
NTWwab,

ZE

Acharya, A., & Buzan, B. (2010). Non-Western International Relations Theory : Perspectives on and beyond Asia.
London : Routledge.

Acharya, A., & Buzan, B. (2019). The Making of Global International Relations : Origins and Evolution of IR at its
Centenary. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press.

Barnett, M. (2010). The International Humaitarian Order. New York : Routledge.

Barnett, M. (2011). Another Great Awakening? International Relations Theory and Religion. In J. Snyder (Ed.), Re-
ligion and International Relations Theory, 91-114. New York : Columbia University Press.

Chen, C. C. (2019) Sinophone and Japanese International Relations Theory. In P. James (Ed.), Oxford Bibliogra-
phies in International Relations. New York : Oxford University Press. doi : 10.1093/0B0/9780199743292-0271

Harari, Y. N. (2015). Sapiens : A Brief History of Humankind. New York : Harper.

Huntington, S. (1993). Clash of Civilizations. Foreign Affairs, 72 (3), 22-49.

Hurd, E. S. (2011) Secularism and International Relations Theory. In J. Snyder (Ed.), Religion and International
Relations Theory, 60-90. New York : Columbia University Press.

Inayatullah, N., & Blaney, D. L. (2004) . International Relations and the Problem of Difference. New York : Rout-
ledge.

Jackson, P. T. & Dexon, D. H. (1999) Relations Before States : Substance, Process and the Study of World Politics.
European Journal of International Relations, 5 (3), 291-332.

Krishna, S. (2009). Globalization and Postcolonialism : Hegemony and Resistance in the Twenty-first Century. Lan-
ham : Rowman & Littlefield.

Krishna, S. (2017). China is China, Not the Non-West : David Kang, Eurocentrism, and Global Politics. Harvard
Journal of Asiatic Studies, 77 (1), 93-109. doi : 10.1353/jas.2017.0006

Ling, L. H. M. (2002). Postcolonial International Relations : Conquest and Desire between Asia and the West. Lon-
don : Palgrave.

B (2008). [l ookt &), WO S

HRTEERE (2013). THIRHEIE: & HAMLE]. 508 0 S A4t

TYGER (2016). THIRMEGTE & BAMLE]. 08« = A4

Nexon, D. H. (2011) Religion and International Relations : No Leap of Faith Required. In J. Snyder (Ed.), Relig-
ion and International Relations Theory, 141-167. New York : Columbia University Press.

Philpott, D. (2002). The Challenge of September 11 to Secularism in International Relations. World Politics, 55(1),
66-95.

Shah, T. S., & Philpott, D. (2011). The Fall and Rise of Religion in International Relations : History and Theory. In
J. Snyder (Ed.), Religion and International Relations Theory, 24-59. New York : Columbia University Press.

32



EBEBEARAIC BT 2580 TFER] 12o»T

Shani, G. (2008). Sikh Nationalism and Identity in a Global Age. London : Routledge.

Shih, C. Y. (2010). The West that Is Not in the West : Identifying the Self in Oriental Modernity. Cambridge Re-
view of International Affairs, 23 (4), 537-560.

Shih, C. Y. et al. (2019). China and International Theory : The Balance of Relationships. London : Routledge.

Shimizu, K. (2018). Do Time and Language Matter in IR? : Nishida Kitaro’s Non-Western Discourse of Philosophy
and Politics. Korean Journal of International Studies, 16 (1), 99-119. doi : 10.14731/kjis.2018.04.16.1.99

Shimizu, K. (2019). Buddhism, Cosmology, and Great East Asian Co-prosperity Area : Multiculturalism and Nation-
alism in the Pre-war period Japan. In T. Kibe & G. Shani (Eds.), Religion and Nationalism in Asia. Abingdon :
Routledge.

Shimizu, K., & Noro, S. (2021). An East Asian Approach to Temporality, Subjectivity and Ethics : Bringing Ma-
hayana Buddhist Ontological Ethics of Nikon into International Relations. Cambridge Review of International Af-
Sairs. doi: 10.1080/09557571.2020.1859463

Snyder, J. (Ed.) (2011) Religion and International Relations Theory. New York : Columbia University Press.

RAREL (2018). [FBH L FEOMEYE). BEl: B £

Takeuchi, Y. (2005). What is Modernity? Writings of Takeuchi Yoshimi (R. F. Calichman, Trans.). New York :
Columbia University Press.

Zhao, T. (2021). All under Heaven : The Tianxia System for a Possible World Order (J. E. Harroff, Trans.). Oak-
land : University of California Press.

33






ERR SRR FRICE 56245 (20225F)

Conceptualizing Seken:
Production of the Sense of “Powerlessness” in Japanese Society
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This paper aims to elaborate a “homegrown” approach to a critical analysis of Japanese soci-
ety. Too often, Japanese society has been characterized, in heavily Western-centric framework, as
“lacking” what Western (or modernized) society has. In such framework, non-Western discourse
can only emulate the dominant forms of thinking in the “West”, and thus runs a risk of repro-
ducing the hierarchical structure of “West” and “the Rest”. To elucidate the indigenous perspec-
tive on the political “powerlessness”, the paper attempt to conceptualize seken. First section
sketches out the notion of /%" from ancient China and its development in Japan aftermath. The
second section attempts to conceptualize the seken as an alternative analytical framework by re-
ferring to the Lacanian notion of (big) Other which is critical of modern-Western idea of inde-
pendent subject. Thirdly, I focus on the problem of temporality in the seken, through critical ref-
erence to the Maruyama Masao’s discussion on basso ostinato. The final section provides a pre-
liminary discussion of an alternative notion of “public” (“YL i#l”) which potentially helps us
search for more “autonomous” political agency in non-Western context, before moving to the
concluding remarks.
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Introduction

This paper aims to elaborate an example of “homegrown” approach (Aydinl and Biltekin 2018) to a
critical analysis of “Japanese society”. In mainstream “(global) civil society” discourse, the modern-
Western notion of “civil society”, together with the conception of “publicness” and “public sphere”, re-
mains to be the only reference point against the backdrop of which the “maturity” of democracy is usually
assessed. In such framework, non-Western discourse can only emulate the dominant forms of thinking in
the “West” (Shani 2008), and thus runs a risk of reproducing the hierarchical structure of “West” and “the
Rest”.

Too often, Japanese society has been characterized, in heavily Western-centric framework, as “lack-
ing” what Western (or modernized) society is supposed to have, or better, as having only “week” civil so-
ciety. It may be true that one of the characteristics of Japanese society is that it is usually governed
through “self-restriction”, which operates to keep people from making autonomous political actions. How-
ever, instead of immediately equating such state with the “lack” of (Western) democracy, the genuine
analysis of what causes such situation from within—original theorizing in the periphery about the periph-
ery (Aydinli and Biltekin 2018)—is needed.

In this paper, following the Aydmli and Biltekin’s spirit of “not just meta-theorizing but also theoriz-
ing” (Aydmli and Biltekin 2018, 4), I strive to present ideas and elements for later investigation to more
comprehensively theorize “Japanese society” in terms of seken: an imagined, hierarchical community with
its moral yardstick which people internalize and along which they judge the normality / normativity of
their behavior and others’.

In order to elucidate the homegrown approach to the Japanese social framework / seken, the discus-
sion takes the following steps. First section sketches out a historical background of the introduction of the
notion of “Z%” from ancient China and its development in Japan aftermath. The second section attempts to
conceptualize the seken as an alternative analytical framework by referring to the Lacanian / Zizekean no-
tion of (big) Other which is fundamentally critical of the modern-Western idea of independent subject.
Thirdly, I focus on the problem of temporality in the Japanese imagined social community, through critical
reference to the Maruyama Masao’s discussion on basso ostinato. The final section provides a preliminary
discussion of an alternative notion of “public” (“VL i#l”) which potentially helps us search for more

“autonomous” political agency in non-Western context, before moving to the concluding remarks.

The historical background of Japanese “/A” and society / seken

The mainstream discourse of modern-Western type of civil society has emphasized the relative inde-
pendence of public sphere (both from state and economy), in which plurality of autonomous and rational
individuals strive for the deliberative democracy: thus constituted public sphere can be a ground from
which counter-discourses emerge vis-a-vis dominant discourses that usually justify several types of state
violence (Rawls 1971; Habermas 1991, 1996; Bohman 1996)Y. Relatedly, particularly Habermasian prom-

ise of public sphere rests on the “public use of reason” elaborated by Immanuel Kant. The point of Kan’s

36



Conceptualizing Seken

insistence on it is that a person uses his or her reason apart from his / her position entrusted in socio-
political order: for Kant, making of one’s reason in accordance with the “official post” is a private use of
reason (Kant 1996, 60). In particular, Kantian sense of the public use of reason requires the critical reflec-
tion upon (the purpose of) one’s action freed from the institutionalized / socialized positionality (Shimizu
2017).

The model of an autonomous individual who practices the public use of reason has become an ideal-
istic basis for the notion of civil society in Euro-American sense. The autonomous individuals, in turn, are
supposed to (or can) recognize the presence of others, and to produce, with the different others, the delib-
erative public sphere which can lead to democratic politics. While the “public” is usually translated into
the Japanese term “/" (k6), the ideological underpinnings are different.

To better grasp the meaning of seken, we need first to look into the meaning and role of 2" which
was inherited from ancient China. Since Japan has for long acquired much of its cultural, political and
ideological heritage from China, the historical background of the construction and development of Japa-
nese “society” should be investigated in that connection. In China, where separation of the realm of state
(government) and society (people) began since the end of the Warring States period (since around 221
BC), the concept of “Z%" (public) as communal system has operated both in state and social level. When
such notion was imported into Japan in 7 Century, Japan had not experienced such state / society system
separation, and “/&" was first interpreted as Oyake which literally meant a set of house-buildings of pow-
erful family clan. There were also oyake, those of smaller or less powerful clans. And above both of them
was Okimi (or later Tenné). Through the importation of Chinese version of “Z%”, indigenous Oyake was
reformulated into new “Z% as state / governmental” to accommodate with the establishment of ritsuryo
system which was a legal / governmental system based on Confucian ideas (Mizubayashi 2002).

Striking characteristic is that, whereas Chinese “/%" had its binary opposite “FA” (private), and thus
had institutionalized “%%,FA” structure, the contemporary “Japanese” language lacked the term that would
correspond to “FA”. Mizubayashi Takeshi (2002) assumes that the word “watakushi” was then invented to
fill the gap. “Watakushi” (later described in Chinese character “FA”) did not have positive meaning on its
own: it got the meaning negatively only in relation to “Z%". Then, it became a way of saying “I” in front
of one’s direct superior (S'), making oneself lower and humble vis-a-vis S'; accordingly, S' would also use
watakushi in front of his or her direct superior (S°), making him / herself lower to the S°. In this way, the
hierarchical ladder went on and on, and following the ladder upward to the end would lead one to the
highest position which was Emperor (Abe 2006). This also indicates the continuity of watakushi (I) to the
emperor rather than the sharp “public / private” or “state / society” distinction. According to Mizubayashi
(2002), the state / society separation occurred only after Meiji Restoration. This means that, lacking the
state / society separation, the non-state “public” could not be established until that time: “/Z%" had re-
mained to signify only state or government. And this tendency still persists in Japanese society today.
Simply put, in such condition as in Japanese “non-society”, there was little room for people to establish
and develop autonomous, horizontal associations.

In fact, the notion of modern-Western type of (civil) society is surprisingly new in the history of “Ja-
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pan”?, though the mainstream sociological discourse has uncritically taken the notion as applicable to the
Japanese “society” (Abe 1995,12-4; 2006, 147-8). According to Saito Tsuyoshi, the term was introduced in
Japan around 1877 and translated by Nishi Amane into Japanese as “shakai (1 4%)" (Saitc 2005, 192-
224). Until the translation became finalized as shakai, there had been over forty nominations including se-
ken. However, as the idea and term “society” was inextricably connected to that of “individual”, the word
seken was not adopted for the translation. This means that the idea / word of “individual” was also new to
(people in) seken: indeed, this term, too, was imported and translated as “kojin (fl A)” seven years after
society / shakai (Abe 1995, 175-6). Around this time, Japan was in the midst of modernization-cum-
Westernization: Gokajo no Goseimon (Oath in Five Articles) promulgated in 1868 by Emperor Meiji to di-
rect “public / private” sector convergence for catching up with Western Powers through industrialization /
modernization; Haihan-Chiken (the abolition of Han-feudal system and the replacement by prefectures)
from 1871 to 1888; enforcement of Chohei-rei (the Conscription Order) in 1873; proclamation of the Con-
stitution of the Empire of Japan in 1889; establishment of the Imperial Diet in 1890; issuance of Kydiku ni
Kansuru Chokugo (the Imperial Rescript on Education) in 1890, to name a few.

Through the process of modernization, Japanese society built a set of administrative and industrial
“hardware”. In contrast, however, the “software”—the human relationships predominantly based on the
vertical form of parents-children and senior-junior—remained non-modern / Western (Abe 1995, 2004,
2006)%. Although the idea of “liberty” and “human rights” were also imported, those ideas, for they are
premised on the relationship between autonomous (and rational) individuals, did not take roots in the
population. This dual-structure of Japanese “society” requires the cautious reading of “public-ness” or
“civil society”. I contend that this tendency has persisted in postwar industrialization and even today,
though the emergence of several large-scale civil protests such as anti-U.S. Japan Security Treaty move-
ment in late 1950s and 1960s attests some growth of civil society in Euro-American sense of the term. As
Uchida Yoshihiko (1981, 1985) argues, the “underdeveloped nature” of civil society paradoxically enabled
Japan’s exceptionally rapid economic development in postwar period (see also McVeigh 1998). A series of
tragic results of postwar economic and national policies—notably Fukushima accidents and Minamata dis-
ease incident—are the other side of the modernization. In my view, this “other side” is inextricably linked
to what Uhcida negatively named as the “underdeveloped nature” of civil society. But this way of assess-
ing the Japanese “society”, in which the idea of “underdeveloped” is premised on the modern-Western so-
ciety as a “standard” model has a danger of reproducing the hierarchical “West / the Rest” dichotomy. Let

us now turn to the alternative analytical framework, seken.

Conceptualizing seken

Attempts at defining seken

As an anthropologist Takie Sugiyama Lebra (2004) remarks, t: [ (seken) is the “ill-defined” term
(p.64). On the one hand, etymologically, the term seken is said to originate in a Buddhist word “loka” (in
Sanskrit), meaning “something to be destroyed”. It signifies the vanity / impermanence ({& % @ mujo) of

AR (sezoku: this world, this life) in contrast to 1 (jodo: the Pure Land). Thus, seken in Buddhist doc-
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trine refers to “this” world in which everything including human beings emerge (is born) and perishes
(dies) in flux of transient temporality (Abe 1997).

On the other hand, the same term has also been sociologically and anthropologically defined in the
following way. Lebra (1984) defines seken as the “surrounding world of community consisting of neigh-
bors, kin, colleagues, friends, and other significant persons whose opinions are considered important”
(p.338). She also points out that the significance of preserving the “” (ie: house) reputation is central to
seken framework (p.154): “ie” rather than “individual” is a primal unit to which either reputation or dis-
grace is directed. In other words, “wrong” doing of a member of family is taken to be that of the whole
family. Similarly, a sociologist Sugimoto Yoshio (2014) describes the realm of seken as extending “be-
yond primary groups, such as immediate kin, workmates, and neighbors, but does not encompass the entire
society of Japan, and still less overseas societies” (335-6). At the same time, he offers more political read-
ing into its functioning, characterizing it as “a community of sanction” underpinned by “friendly authori-
tarianism”. Each member of the community is encouraged to internalize and follow, without questioning,
the moral codes (norms) which favor the status quo and “regards control and regimentation as natural”
(p-325). Because one usually refers to seken with more or less tangible relations to others in mind, its nor-
mative and censuring pressure against the behavior deviated from the moral norms can be felt as realistic
(p-336).

The gap between the Buddhist rendering and socio-anthropological definition is glaring. Whereas the
former emphasizes the transience / ephemerality of the things in this world, the latter, when applied to the
analysis of contemporary “society”, seems to present an overwhelming and unchangeable presence of so-
cial pressure of conformism. The very gap between the two perspectives in fact points to a key to the
careful understanding of socialization and production of depoliticized (i.e. passive) subjectivity in Japanese
society (seken). The following sections first reconceptualize the socio-political version of seken from a dif-
ferent angle, namely, by employing the Lacanian (or Zizek’s deployment of Lacanian) idea of the big
“Other”, and then elucidate the ideological interaction in which the Buddhist implication was obscured by

the combination of Neo-Confucian and Animistic (Shintdist) view of nature and nation.

Seken as Lacanian (big) Other

In Lacan / Zizek, what we call “social reality” is a symbolically constituted field. At the same time,
subject is not a given existence but the result of the process in which one accepts and learns what is “nor-
mal” in the symbolic order. In this sense, the symbolic order is also (re)produced by thus constituted sub-
ject. As Jenny Edkins (1999) emphasizes, “the constitution of the subject entails and is inextricably linked
with the construction of a particular social or symbolic order” (p.6). The self is made into a social (or po-
litical) subject, with seemingly stable position given in society, through symbolic order, or symbolic fic-
tion. Louis Althusser (2001 [1971]) famously termed this situation as “interpellation” or “hailing”: and this
is how ideology works in society. Zizek reexamines this notion of ideological interpellation by employing
Lacanian concept of fantasy. The first step he takes, particularly in his influential work Sublime Object of

Ideology (1989), is to revisit a famous Marxian formula of commodity fetishism: “they do not know it, but
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they are doing it” (pp.28-30). In this formula, ideology is understood as something that hides the social
“reality” with illusion: illusion is on the side of knowledge. ZiZek asserts, however, that the ideological is
already on the side of “doing”. Take the case of money as an example: we know that notes are pieces of

paper but still we treat them as if they are the immediate embodiment of wealth as such. Therefore:

What they overlook, what they misrecognize, is not the reality but the illusion which is structuring
their reality, their real social activity. They know very well how things really are, but still they are

doing it as if they did not know (Zizek 1989, 30).

As the case of money indicates, the fantasy also functions to teach us (or control) how to desire, or,
put differently, how to know what I want (Zizek 1989, 2014). As already mentioned, the self becomes
subject in the process of accepting the “mandate”, or social position given by the Other. In Lacanian /
Zizekean understanding, desire is not really a personal one but intensely socialized in relation to the Other.
The question becomes, then, “What the Other want of me?” But this mandate is “ultimately always arbi-
trary: since its natural nature is performative, it cannot be accounted for by reference to ‘real’ properties
and capabilities of the subject” (Zizek 1989, 126). This means that there is always a gap between one’s
imaginary self and the mandate that places him / her within the symbolic order. Fantasy, then, functions to
fill out the gap “by giving us a definite answer to the question ‘What does the Other want?’” and “enables
us to evade the unbearable deadlock in which the Other wants something from us, but we are at the same
time incapable of translating this desire of the Other into a positive interpellation, into a mandate with
which to identify” (Ziiek 1989, 128; see also Edkins 1999, 96-8). Through the fantasy, we learn how to
desire the Other’s desire as if it were our desire. This enables our “symbolic identifications”, which are
identifications “with the very place from where we are being observed, from where we look at ourselves
so that we appear to ourselves likeable, worthy of love” (Zizek 1989, 116).

Thus, Lacanian / Zizekean concept of the Other enables more nuanced approach to understanding se-
ken other than the fixed model of modern / Western rational being. But the discussion on seken as the
Other has been totally conceptual and therefore vague so far. Now, let us fresh out the conceptual frame-
work by examining historical background of the “public” sphere and ideological contents filling in the

sphere.

Ideological underpinnings of seken

As is often pointed out, what filled in the “/%” sphere as political and moral principle was Confu-
cianism which was at the apex in Edo era (see for example Watanabe 2010). However, as Tessa-Morris
Suzuki (1998) remarks, it was more specifically Neo-Confucianism—which had closer contiguity to Dao-
ism—that was implanted into the Japanese intellectual soil in 18 Century Edo period, in which one can
discern the ideological contestation over the “effective” formation of socio-political order.” Confucianism

and Daoism were two poles of the thoughts in both China and Japan: whereas the former was more inter-

ested in the rules of conduct and social order, the latter was more concerned with the order of nature and
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the harmonious place of human beings in it. Confucianism was therefore employed in elites, i.e. those
comprising shogunate institution. Neo-Confucianism, which mainly occupied the space between the two
poles, played unequivocal role in the context of socio-political governance of Tokugawa Shogunate. On
the one hand, the idea of ki (X() / li (1), which was elaborated by the Song dynasty Neo-Confucian phi-
losopher Zhu Xi (& &), shows the approximation to a Daoist idea that human beings are part of harmoni-
ous whole, that is, natural order. On the other hand, however, Neo-Confucianism attached greater impor-
tance on maintaining the social order than Daoism did. More “orthodox” aspect of Neo-Confucianism op-
erated to keep social order through rigid relationships among people, based upon five ethical relationships

and five virtues:

* Five “ethical” relations: father-son, king-subject, husband-wife, older brother-younger brother, friend-
friend

* Five virtues: philanthropy (1), justice (%), propriety (fL), wisdom (%), honesty (f3)

In this framework, governing was regarded as an educational form through which the society main-
tains its order based on the hierarchical idea and relations (Watanabe 2010). Abe Kinya (2006) argues that
elder / senior, high-rank / low-rank positions as well as father-son and husband-wife still characterizes the
contemporary Japanese seken. Such fixation of hierarchical relationality is daily reconfirmed through such
occasions as mutual gift-giving practices, educational systems, and business activities. In addition, one
consciously or unconsciously learns the manner not to disturb the seken order based on these relationali-
ties.

At the same time, more Daoist aspect of Neo-Confucianism had crucial impacts on naturalizing the
construction of the social / seken order, thus producing the effect of perceiving the order as always already
given. This was enabled and strengthened by the Daoist idea of nature as “eternal, harmonious whole” in
which human beings are but small part. This view of nature was “eagerly absorbed by Japanese Buddhism,
in part because they harmonized with the respect for nature implicit in age-old Japanese animist traditions”
(Morris-Suzuki 1998, 39). It was from this context that the discourse of “pure” (or “original”) Japanese

3

nation-state with the “unbroken line of emperors” from divine antiquity at the kernel—which was pro-

duced mainly by kokugaku (national learning) scholars of mid-to-late Edo period—emerged and bloomed.

“Eternity of nature” and the production of politically passive subject

Kokugaku and “purity / eternity” of Japanese-ness

Kokugaku started in the mid-Edo period as an intellectual movement to assert that the “pure” nature
of “Japaneseness” lies not in Buddhism or Confucianism but in ancient myth of divinity (Ikegami 2005,
232-5; Burns 2003). The particularly outstanding figures are Kamono Mabuchi and Motoori Norinaga,
among other kokugaku scholars. The former was a scholar and poet who began to set aside any Confucian
framework or “Chinese mind” (karagokoro) in interpreting the ancient myths texts such as Manyoshii, Ko-

jiki and Nihon-shoki (Burns 2003; Ikegami 2004; Harootunian 2009). The latter succeeded the Kamono’s
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endeavor and proceeded to the further “purification” of the way of reading such ancient text. These schol-
ars believed that a series of importation of philosophies and religions from China—what they termed
karagokoro—were barrier to directly accessing the “original” and “pure” language (yamato kotoba):
cleansing those karagokoro and thus recovering the yamato kotoba would enabled them to reach the
“authentic” reality of the divine antiquity (Skya 2009). This meant for them a discovery of the “true” and
“authentic” Japanese sensibility. As Ikegami Fiko clarifies, their endeavor “had the ultimate goal of recov-
ering the true Japanese aesthetic and philosophy and thus reclaiming Japanese identity” (Ikegami 2005,
415.n 19).

Their attempts were heavily dependent on a series of binary oppositions between Japaneseness and
Chineseness: Japanese “pure” nature as opposed to Chinese (despised) cleverness, the living (phonetic)
words of Japanese to the dead (written) words of Chinese, and so forth. As the formation of these dichot-
omy suggests, their intention was to show the supremacy of Japan in relation to China. To “prove” it, the
main focus was directed at rescuing phonetic and not-yet-articulated aspect of words from the ancient texts
that were written in “Chinese scripts” (kanbun) (Burns 2003; Ikegami 2005). In particular, Motoori had a
deep adoration for the “sensitive, fluid, textured and poetic” dimension of yamato kotoba not tainted by
moralistic (i.e. Chinese / Confucian) judgement or articulated language. To him, a sense of mono no
aware, which denotes the moment of emotional (or affective) sensitivity of pity or sorrow, exemplified
one’s direct identification with the impermanent and transient nature of being®. Through such reading, he
claborated another dichotomy between “public (which he associated with Chinese-male style of logical
writing)” and “private (Japanese-feminine style of phonetic language)” and identified it with “reason /
emotion” binary (Ikegami 2005, 234).

Motoori’s discourse, which his followers inherited and expanded to include reflections on social or-
der, functioned to “naturalize”, that is, depoliticize rather than totally eliminate the Confucian moral codes
and moral relationships. In this pattern of thought, Japan as a nation was idealized as natural, one large
family, and loyalty to emperor and “filial piety” came to be directly identified (i.e. chitko: “filial piety and
loyalty as one”) (Parkes 2008). Such relationship, in the discourse of what Ikegami termed “aesthetic im-
perialism” (Ikegami 2005), was represented as natural and “true” embodiment of ahistorical and “eternal”

Japaneseness.

Manipulation of “eternal nature” in seken

The power of Motoori’s discourse—that enables the radicalization of the Confucian idea beyond Con-
fucian framework—relies on an animistic or Daoist holistic idea of harmonious relationship between nature
(the whole) and human beings (a part). In such cosmology, the destiny of humanity was best fulfilled by
letting oneself in the flow of the “One”, divine nature. In everyday life, people “feel” the vanity in divinity
of nature, for instance in the form of constant transition of four seasons. Morris-Suzuki delineates the no-
tion of “nature” as constantly changing, constantly “becoming” reality in which human beings were deeply
embedded (Morris-Suzuki 1998). “Nature” to people in seken is not something they can control over, nor

governable by acts of virtue, but a given “reality” which unfolds by itself (or through invisible divine prin-
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ciples). “Nature” occupied the place of history in a form of “eternality of nature”. Nature in tangible, eve-
ryday reality can, when hijacked by nationalistic Shinto discourse, be manipulated and reconfigured as
something infinite “through imperial line” and can spread to the “eight corners of the world”. Thus, “natu-
ral” practice of worship, for instance, becomes detached from the living communities (Thomas 2001).

The problem of “eternity” of nature is related to the notion of temporality with which people (in se-
ken) become passive vis-a-vis social realities. Maruyama Masao, in investigating the undercurrent / sub-
stratum of the way in which people in Japan have for long conceived of history, attempted to identify the
basic forms of a temporality. Through his close analysis of two Japanese ancient myths—Kojiki and Ni-
honshoki—Maruyama characterized the basic form of the Japanese conception of temporality: self-
becoming. He compares it with a Judeo-Christian notion of temporality in Genesis: A makes B happen. In
the latter case, one necessarily faces the question of who makes something happen, that is, a question of
subjectivity (Maruyama 1998). In the former case, however, people do not need to face such a question
because things happen by themselves (without the intervention of subject).

Together with two other basic forms of the temporality-perception—tzsugi-tsugi (one after another)
and ikioi (momentum / force)—Maruyama (1998) summarizes the basic pattern of thought, what he calls
basso ostinato?, that enabled the Japanese people to accept the “reality”: the reliance on “tsugitugi ni
nariyuku ikioi (the force of successive becoming)”. Thus eternalized and naturalized temporality character-
izes seken framework in terms of temporality, and people in it are easily enmeshed in the force / momen-
tum of successive becoming, without knowing the ultimate end of the linear move. We can easily discern
its striking difference from the modern notion of History such as that of Hegel who incorporated “reason”
in history.

Compare this basic perception of temporality with a concept of “eternal now” elaborated by Nishida
Kitaro, the leading figure of the Kyoto School, who developed a philosophy of being in Asian context
(Shimizu 2018, 2019). For Nishida, “eternal now” is a pre-discursive moment of openness, or undecidable
moment, into which no familiar / dominant social categorization has not intervened yet (Nishida 2002). In
this sense, subjectivity itself, which has been constructed by the dominant discourses, can become sus-
pended, however momentarily it may be. Nishida’s concept of “eternal now” may open up the moment of
beginning, in which one begins to make (political) actions. However, in seken framework, the very poten-
tiality of such moment / rupture / beginning is almost always precluded by the (seemingly irresistible)
force of “natural” (and “eternal”) successive becoming.

Here it merits recalling that the discourse of “natural-ness” and “eternity” of “Japanese-ness”, elabo-
rated by Motoori and other kokugaku scholars and inherited by later nationalistic scholars, emphasized the
sensitive (phonetic) instead of cognitive (written) aspect of the Japanese language. In this sense, the sense
of powerlessness in seken framework rests on the mood of social atmosphere rather than intellectual / ra-
tional understanding vis-a-vis historical / temporal transition. This can result in the failure to face the real
situation by escaping into the aestheticized view of mono no aware (or transience). One such example is
the lack of strategy in the battles of the Second World War. The failure to face the real situation is said to

be one of the causes of Japan’s losing vital battles during the World War Il (Yamamoto 1983; Tobe et al.
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1991). The ex-lieutenant and a writer Yamamoto Shichihei, referring to the reckless operation of the Japa-
nese battleship Yamato, asserts that whereas there was every reason for those who opposed to the opera-
tion to do so, those who single-mindedly pushed for the operation had no rationale that could justify it: the
final decision (to carry out the operation of battleship Yamato) was made based totally on the “air / mood”
(Yamamoto 1983, 16). It was the “air / mood” that had the greatest power to make the final decision and
produce the sense of “having no choice but to do it”. Completely lacking the logical thinking that would
underpin the military strategy, the mood-based remarks on the operation was embellished with highly
spiritual rhetoric and flowering words that would only reinforce the “air / mood”. For instance, abstract
and spiritual expressions such as “Mydjin no kago” (Illuminating Diety’s divine grace / protection),
“Kesshi-ninmu wo suikd shi seishi ni soubeshi” (accord with the emperor’s will by being ready to die in
accomplishing desperate operations) were frequently used in the commanding documents without any at-
tempt to concretize those words into the specifically defined strategies (Tobe et al. 1991, 287-8).

In light of the above example, Maruyama’s reading of the basso ostinato can be regarded as effective
in elucidating the continuous ideological power throughout history. However, his perspective also contains
a problem. Although Maruyama admits the instability of “now / present” because of its immediate becom-
ing “past” in the next moment, he ends up emphasizing a continuous linearity of the flow, thus failing to
pay a careful attention to the moment of discontinuity in the temporality. To him, it seems, the continuous
flow of time is a priori. Then, it is such premise that enables him to dismiss the issue of subjectivity.
However, people have in fact been subjectified in that temporality and they have kept reproducing, as “de-
politicized / passive” subjectivity, such force. Seken, with its governance of (hierarchical and fixed) human
relationships, has operated as a framework to subjectify individuals who in turn have reproduced seken
through which the supposedly irresistible flow of the successive becoming has been maintained. In this
sense, Maruyama’s discourse itself reproduces the ideational linear continuity of temporality and thus rein-

forces seken’s making of depoliticized subjectivity by blurring the moment of discontinuity.
Goko: a form of “public sphere”

That Maruyama’s idea of temporality was in the end premised upon the “eternal continuity of time”
shows that he was, too, enmeshed in seken. If one is to investigate the possibility of getting out of such
shackles, one needs to keep distance from seken imaginary. Here I introduce the concept of 7L il (Goko)
as an alternative to it. Originally YL.i#l means rivers and lakes in China: places where people gather or pass
-by. One characteristic is its distance from mainstream social order. In the context of Japanese society, it
was used with another word “sanjin” (X A =nomads): 7L i} $X A\ (Géoko sanjin). Traveling artists, enter-
tainers, and monks were examples of L il # A. Without any stable place to settle (permanently), these
people were usually despised, and regarded as outside of both 2% (ohyake) and FA (watakushi) sphere.
However, it is this unbounded-ness that enables such people to express the freedom of renouncing world
and to have impartial spirit, resisting the suffocating atmosphere of closed communities or institutions of
seken.

One example of such figure was 3% 4L J& 18 (Gido Shitshin), a Zen Buddhist of Nanzenji Temple
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(1386): he rejected the order from 2= H] %% ff (Muromachi Shogunate) to be a top of the (official) group of
“five great Zen temples”. He sent a verse to the 1% # (shogun) in reply: “To an old man like me, a head
of priest is like a fish in a small pond. What bliss to be set free and depart for the rivers and lakes!” (Hi-
gashijima 2002, 78). It was exactly from such people that a style of “rational dialogue”—particularly in
cases of appointing persons to particular position in temple system—was born.

While the technique of deliberative public sphere based on autonomous and rational individuals has
not been as matured in the Japanese society / seken as in modern Western society, somewhat horizontal
associations were occasionally made possible in aesthetic networks: e.g. Zen Buddhist ink wash painting,
associations of i #X (remga: Japanese collaborative poetry) and of Z= BE (geino: performance art). The
common denominator of these medieval “public realm” was the arrangements or rituals that freed the par-
ticipants from pre-existing bonds / social status, and enabled them to form / begin new associations

(Cassegard 2011).

Concluding remarks: Implications for Civil Society Discourse in IR

This article has sketched out an preliminary discussion for a homegrown conceptualization of “Japa-
nese society” with the particular focus on the historical notion of %% and problem of the idea of “eternal
and linear temporality”. It also briefly laid out some elements of alternative concept which is not dissimi-
lar from modern / Western “public sphere”. The underlying motif was to show an example of getting out
of the entrapment of emulating the dominant forms of thinking in the “West”.

To further develop this kind of research, the following reminders would merit pointing out. First, we
need a further critical reflection on the premise upon which Western and modern notions of civil society
discourses have been developed. In particular, what implication the linear notion of temporality would
have in relation to discourses of global civil society and social movement studies should be investigated
more thoroughly.

Second, to bring to light the danger of romanticizing (i.e. Orientalizing) “non-West”, and contribute
to the on-going critiques of “coloniality of knowledge in IR”. Apart from “Westerner’s” orientalization of
“Non-West”, we should be aware of the risk we may take when we attempt to demonstrate “homegrown”
in relation to dominant / Western scholarship so that another dichotomy of “homegrown” as opposed to
“Western” would not take place. Some critical analysis of “modernization”, for instance, may be helpful:
to recognize that different phases of modernity—pre-modern, first-modern, and second-modern—have co-
existed in the process of modernization in Japan.

Finally, problems of translation or “duplication” of language that take place when importing “West-
ern” concept should definitely be studied. For example, the language based on modern concepts such as
human rights and the one based on more “traditional”-Confucius-animistic cosmology governing human
networks in seken. In the context of social movement studies in particular, activism trying to redress dis-
criminations against % 7 5% or gender minorities, for instance, tends to rely heavily on such modern /
Western notion as human rights, while those discriminations themselves have been (re)produced on the ba-

sis of “traditional” notions and languages. Therefore, those activisms and discourses that do not penetrate
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the “local / traditional” logic and concepts would remain superficial.
Fundamentally, we may need a spirit of YL.{H] #Z A to radically de-naturalize the taken-for-granted per-
ception towards society / seken so that we can be aware of “rupture” in our own investigation. Then, the

“homegrown theorizing as well as meta-theorizing” will become promising.

Notes

1) For a critical engagement on the role of rationality in defending pluralist approach, see Mouffe (1999): 745-758.
There are debates over the meaning and role of “plurality”: whereas Habermasian reading of it (somewhat naively)
assumes the effectivity of rational (ized) discourse practice in “settling” the plural and often conflicting perspec-
tives, Arendtian view of plurality engages more intensely with the “disrupting” effect of “unexpected” encounter
with the plurality, thus shedding light on the significance of “beginning” political / public action. See Villa (1999).

2) In my discussion, the use of the term “Japan” does not mean the (re)pesentation of “Japan” as substantial, essen-
tial and monolithic entity. As a number of postcolonial and cultural studies have disclosed, the notion of (seem-
ingly) monolithic Japan becomes only possible by relying on the dichotomized relation to “West”—as in “West /
East” binary opposition—or to “China”, erasing the trace of hybridization. On this point, see for example Sakai
(1997) and Bhabha (2004).

3) The hierarchical structure of human relationship is based upon the Confucian idea of five virtues and five rela-
tionships, as is discussed in the following section.

4 ) Susan L. Burns also indicates that the bakufu (shogunate)’s academy, after the promulgation of the “prohibition
of heterodoxy”, was required to make Neo-Confucianism the basis of instruction in the college. See Burns (2003),
33.

5) The term mono no aware, which was taken up by Motoori from the eleven-century narrative Genji Monogatari,
was made by him into the “defining feature of Japanese cultural identity”. Burns (2003), 97.

6) Maruyama borrows the concept / term “basso ostinato” from musicology. As a musical term, it connotes ‘a re-
current pattern of bass notes’ that is ‘an underlying motif that is independent from the treble part and, if the main

theme appears in the treble part, it is bound to undergo some modifications’ (Maruyama, 1988, 27).
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A Study of the Maturation Process of Child Support Workers
with a Focus on Diversity
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In Japan, (1) the number and rate of child poverty is too high to be overlooked even if we
only look at the relative poverty rate using the monetary poverty line, (2) poverty is com-
pounded by various aspects other than monetary indicators, such as lack of access to social ne-
cessities and lack of respect from others, and (3) poverty can manifest itself as poverty-related
events, such as child abuse, rather than being directly grasped by society as a problem. In this
context, it is thought that proficiency in the child support workers is not measured by the ability
to solve problems by oneself in practice. Therefore, in this paper, we will analyze and discuss
the research question, “What kind of professionals have been sought for in child-support work-
ers, and how can they gain experience in the process of proficiency? First, from the descriptions
based on the experiences of child support workers, it was found that the professions required sat-
isfy the following three points : (1) to have an attitude to face the diversity of the people to be
supported as individuals with their own personalities, (2) it is important to build relationships of
a certain length and depth with the people to be supported, and (3) to be able to cooperate with
others with a humble attitude. Secondly, in order to clarify the proficiency process for becoming
such a professional, the interviews on the proficiency process were analyzed by focusing on the
three aspects of diversity : (1) joining diverse experiences, (2) building diverse relationships,
and (3) accepting diverse ways of being. From the discussion, it was concluded that an open
orientation to “diversity” indicates the degree of proficiency. Conversely, those with relatively
low levels of proficiency are likely to be fixated on a single image of “correct support” based on
their own narrow experiences and insights.
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